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UT Dallas Global Student

Ambassador Program 

The Mayor's Office of International Business, in

conjunction with the University of Texas at Dallas, has 

established the Global Student Ambassador Program.  The

program's goal is to provide interaction between a select 

number of UT Dallas Naveen Jindal School of Management 

graduate students, the city of Richardson officials and local 

Richardson companies to educate  the students on the 

benefits of locating foreign based companies in the city of

Richardson  known as  "The Telecom Corridor". 

Upon graduation these "Student Ambassadors" will be

able to provide information and personal experience to 

their employers, friends and family members in their 

native country about UT Dallas, the city of Richardson and 

its businesses community.

The first event that launched the program was a Mayor's 

reception at UT Dallas in January. Mayor Bob Townsend 

(seen above speaking with interantional students), City of 

Richardson Council Member,  Richardson Chamber of

Commerce officials and local business leaders welcomed 

new international students to the univerisity and the city 

of Richardson.

Dear Mike,

Welcome to the second edition of our international newsletter.  

Our goal is to update you on international business news

and events along with local international cultural events and 

activities involving  our community.  Your feedback and content 

ideas are always welcome.

Scandinavian Economic Development Trip 

The first overseas economic development trip conducted under 

the newly created international initiative of the Richardson 

Economic Development Partnership was conducted in midApril. 

Mike Skelton, Director of the Mayor's Office of International 

Business visited Copenhagen, Denmark; Malmo, Lund and 

Karlskrona, Sweden; and Espoo, Finland during his two week

trip.  

The purpose of the trip was to establish strategic relationships 

with organizations in those regions with similar industry clusters 

as Richardson that can educate growing companies in their 

organizations about the benefits of launching their U.S. business 

efforts in Richardson. Mr. Skelton met wtih regional economic 

development organizations, technology incubators and 

accelerators, venture capitalists, universities and a number of

software companies with plans to expand to the U.S. within the 

next 1224 months.

Several strategic relationships were formed during the trip. One

company from Sweden, Compuverde, followed up Mr. Skelton's 

visit to their firm by visiting Richardson for two days in midMay 

to check the support ecosystem for overseas based companies

entering the U.S. market and visit with possible partners and 

customers in Richardson. 

Mats Barvesten, General 

Manager of Telecom City in

Karlskrona, Sweden (see 

photo on the right) hosted 

Mr. Skelton for two days.   

Their itinerary included 

visits with the 

Blekinge Institue of 

Technology, Hyper Island (a 

wireless application 

incubator), Compuverde 
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Two subsiquent events for a select group of UT Dallas 

graduate students participating in the Global Student

Ambassodor Program have been held. 

 . 

These events included a tour of the Texas Instrument RFAB 

semiconductor manufacturing facility in Richardson (see

above photo) and a meeting with DFW Technology CEO 

Charlie Chen and his management team (see photo

below). 

Mr. Chen (far right in photo) is a Board member of the 

Richardson Chamber of Commerce and a member of the 

Mayor's Office of International Business Advisory Council.

English as a Second LanguagePersonal and Corporate

Training

The Richardson Adult Literacy Center provides free, 

personalized English as a second language training for

individuals and companies in the City of Richardson and 

individual in the RISD. For more information please 

contact Katie Patterson, Executive Director.

Quick Links

REDP International Website

International Concierge Services

(big data software developer), Ericsson, TeleNor and the Blekinge 

Business incubator.

During his trip Mr. Skelton visited wtih three universities on

behalf of the University of Texas at Dallas. As a result of his visit 

with Mats Barvesten at the Blekinge Institute of

Technology (BTH) a dialog has begun with BTH officials and both 

the UT Dallas Naveen Jindal School of Management and the Erik 

Jonnson School of Engineering and Computer Science for possible 

student and professorial exchanges.

Upcoming International Business Events 

"Managing Technology During a Business Recovery"
June 24June 27*Omni Hotel and Convention Center*Dallas, TX

USA 

Sponsored by the IEEE's Technology Management Council, and co

sponsored by the IEEE Dallas Section, ITMC 2012 the premiere 

event for technology managers and executives. Addressing highly 

topical areas in 5 tracks, and with over 100 papers in 20 sessions, 

here's where managers come to learn about new approaches to 

innovation, sourcing, sustainability, managing change, and 

strategic and tactical solutions. For conference information and 

registration click here.

"Understanding the US/Korea Free Trade Agreement"
Sponsored by the North Texas District Export Council Tuesday 

July 12th * 4300 Amon Carter Blvd., Suite 114 Fort Worth, TX 

76155

This event is a panel discussion with Catherine Spillman, 

Commercial Attache', U.S. Embassy Seoul Korea; Eric Sohn, U.S. 

Department of Commerce, Washington DC; Radi AlRashed,

Chairman, Chem Crete Group; Diane Divin, Manager, Global 

Import/Export, Mary Kay Corporation; moderated by Karen L. 

Hart, Partner Bell Nunnally & Martin LLP.  For conferecne 

information and registration click here.

Japan America Grassroots Summit 2012

August 28  September 3
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Richardson Chamber of Commerce

Metroplex Technology Business Council

Phone: 972-792-2814

Email: mskelton@telecomcorridor.com

In conjunction with the Japan America Society of Dallas/Fort 

Worth and the Center for International Exchange, the City of 

Richardson and 14 other DFW metroplex communities are taking 

part in the 22nd annual Japan America Grassroots forum.   

This is an annual largescale meeting of Japanese and American 

citizens, held alternately in Japan and America. The summit aims 

to strengthen the peaceful relationship between Japan and 

America by fostering grassroots friendships. Each year an average 

of 200 people travel across the Pacific to take part, including host

participants. To date more than 35,000 people have participated 

in this grassroots exchange.

Would you like to host a Japanese visitor for three days in 

August? Would you  like to volunteer to participate in activities 

with our Japanese guest?  Please contact Betty Peck, the 

Richardson program coordinator at more information.  

International Business News/Programs

Richardson International Concierge Service

Foreign companies looking to establish a business location in 

Richardson need numerous services to start their new business.  

The Richardson Economic Development Partnership has 

developed a special "concierge" service program whereby 

Richardson Chamber of Commerce and Metroplex Technology 

Business Council (MTBC) members can participate and offer their 

services to these newcomers.   Legal, accounting, international 

banking, translation services, staffing, commercial and residential

real estate service providers are just a few of the types of 

services offered.  If you are a member, or wish to be a member of 

either of these two organizations and want to participate in this 

program contact Mike Skelton at the Richardson Economic 

Development Partnership for more information.

Richardson International Ambassador Program
The Richardson International Ambassador Program consists of 

local Richardson business, civic and academic leaders that travel 

abroad for personal or business reasons and want to promote 

the City of Richardson to officials and companies in the countries 

they are visiting. Richardson Ambassadors have arranged for 

foreign business and government delegations to visit Richardson

for economic develop and business discussions.  If you would like 

to participate in this program contact Mike Skelton at the

Richardson Economic Development Partnership for more

information.
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